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Cool Weather Brings Changes For Ponds, Fish and Plants

E very new season brings something different to our ponds and
gardens, and with changes in temperature come changes in how
we do things. As winter approaches, some St. Louis Water Gardening
Society members are thinking about how to best protect their pumps,
filters and other mechanics from the harsh winter’s cold. Others are
thinking about more precious assets—their favorite fish. And, there are
a few who are already thinking about next spring—and how to
minimize the problems they will face when it’s time to gear up again
after the snow and ice
have melted.

Our annual panel of
experts on closing down
for the winter has
become a perennial
| favorite. It doesn’t matter
how many times you
have been through it all,
there are always things
you don’t remember—or
that you need to have updated. This year’s panel will cover all the
various aspects of winter preparations and care.

Handling questions about the pond will be John Nies. Should the
pump stay in the pond through the winter or come out? If it comes out,
what should be done with it until it is needed again? Why should | put

Overmann Summers

Don’t Miss This!

What: Panel of Experts—Closing the

Pond for Winter

Where: Missouri Botanical Garden,
Beaumont Room

When: Tuesday, September 27, 7 p.m., the

FOURTH Tuesday in August

Joe Summers on Plants, John Nies

on Construction and Maintenance,

Rich Overmann on Fish

Who:

a net on the pond—and how soon should it be done.

Joe Summers will talk about plants. What must you do with the
hardy lilies and other aquatic plants? Do you divide plants now or in
the spring? What happens to the tropical plants that are in the pond?

The number one question about fish is usually what to feed them in
the winter if anything? If nothing, when do | stop and when should |
start up again? Rich Overmann will field these and other questions
about caring for your fish through the winter.

Volunteers Presented Service Awards

Winners All—Above left: David Schiele, on the left,
was given the Ganim Service Award at the annual
Awards Banquet. Steven Metzler, on the right, received
the Bonnie Alford Service Award. Above right: Dave
Stahre, president of SLWGS presented the 2011
Volunteer Spirit Award to Pamela Jokerst.

St. Louis Water Gardening
Society members who have done
outstanding work for the
organization received much
deserved honors last month.
Steven Metzler was given the
Bonnie Alford Service Award,
David Schiele received the Ganim
Service Award, and Pamela
Jokerst was presented the 2011
Volunteer Spirit Award.

Certificates of Appreciation
were presented to members who
also made significant
contributions to the Society in the
past year. Those honored included
Keith and Carolyn Haus, noted
for their support of Pond-O-Rama,

WATER WORD,

Jeanne Lehr for her handling of
the SLWGS library; Linda Barr
for her continuing commitment to
the Jewel Box project; David
Poos, as a new member making
significant contributions; Joe and
Tonya Summers for their overall
support of the organization.

The awards were presented at
the Annual SLWGS Banquet, held
August 16 at the Jewel Box in
Forest Park, by David Stahre,
president of SLWGS, and Alice
Gibson, vice-president.

The Bonnie Alford Service
Award is named for the founder
of the St. Louis Water Gardening

Continued on page 2
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Volunteers Presented Service Awards
(Continued from page 1)

Society and is awarded annually to a person who has been a
member of the society for at least three years and who has
made “measurable and significant contributions to SLWGS.”

Metzler was nominated and given the award in recognition of
his work as the AKCA representative for SLWGS, his
contribution to the success of our first-ever koi auction held in
his driveway last summer, and his care and handling of the
SLWGS sound system.

The Ganim Service Award honors Don and Lizanne Ganim.
The award is given annually to a member who has been a
member of the society for no less than 60 days, and who,
during the past year, has gone beyond the call of duty for
SLWGS.

Dave Schiele was nominated and given the award for his

continued support of Society activities. He was a part of the
Pond-O-Rama organizing committee, and served as a ticket
runner. He also is a regular volunteer at the Jewel Box pools,
the service project of the society.

The Volunteer Spirit Award was established in 2010 to honor
Ray Mueller, a SLWGS volunteer killed in April of that year. ,
Virginia Mueller, who was away on vacation, nonetheless
presented this year’s award to Pam Jokerst via a special letter
read by Alice Gibson. Dave Stahre presented the award to
Jokerst. Her letter said, in part, “At last year’s Annual Banquet
I was overwhelmed and surprised to receive the first SLWGS
Volunteer Spirit Award named in honor of my husband. Ray’s
adventurous spirit and his enthusiasm about life was
contagious. He was always willing to share what he knew and
to do whatever anyone needed to have done—and he did it with
a smile and with a generosity of spirit that inspired others to
reach out and help. The St. Louis Water Gardening Society’s
Volunteer Spirit Award is given to honor a SLWGS
member who shows exceptional spirit in volunteer
work, and who inspires others to do the same.

“The award is not necessarily an annual award, but
it will be given ‘when the spirit moves us’ to do so.
This year, we have been so moved. The award says
on the front “The Spirit Within Nourishes...” We
have been nourished by a creative, talented, warm
spirit that is contagious.

“The 2011 Volunteer Spirit Award winner moves
us in more ways than one. The volunteer efforts go
above and beyond at every event and every meeting,
and reach outward to members of the community
who may never have heard of our work otherwise. A
welcoming spirit is always shown to everyone.

“A tremendous advocate of our Society, she also
keeps us informed, encourages us to research and
provides opportunities for us to explore and to learn,
and always exhibits enthusiasm, a willingness to
share with everyone, and to do whatever needs to be
done. This society is literally moved by her efforts.”

Thank You Very Much!
Certificates of Appreciation were
presented to volunteers who made
significant contributions to the
organization. Shown above, at the
banquet, are Carolyn and Keith
Haus, David Poos and Jeanne
Lehr. Linda Barr, above left, and
Joe and Tonya Summers with son,
Chas, right, were presented their
certificates after the banquet.
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The Certificate of Appreciation presented to Linda
Barr was in recognition of her continuous loyalty to
the Jewel Box project and her advocacy for SLWGS
to the community. Carolyn and Keith Haus were
recognized for their support of Pond-O-Rama,
specifically for handling ticket booklet distributions.
The couple also repaired broken Pond-O-Rama signs
and made new ones for the 2011 tour.

Jeanne Lehr was honored for her continued
management of the SLWGS library following the
death of her husband, Roger, who had been the
librarian.

David Poos was honored as a new member who has
embraced the society and pitched in to help. Poos has
been our treasurer since last fall’s election.

Joe and Tonya Summers were recognized for their
support of the Society’s projects, including our
annual auction and the Jewel Box project. Summers
secures Victoria lily plants for the Jewel Box each
year, and gives short presentations about plants at
each meeting.



Hi folks! Well, we are approaching a significant
milestone: We are halfway through my second
term as President. What fun it has been—
especially last month. Our guest speaker at the
banquet was Paula Biles, author and noted Lotus
expert. And, wow, did we have fun with her!

Paula is very personable to begin with and the
hospitality shown by the membership overwhelmed her! |
must say it kind of overwhelmed me too! Since Paula wanted
to extend her visit to St. Louis a few days, members fell all
over each other to make sure that she was comfortable and
entertained. | accompanied an entourage to the Boat House in
Forest Park for dinner with her the night before the banquet.
At the banquet Paula entertained us all with stories, facts and
trivia about the regal lotus.

In addition to Paula’s presentation, we made some of our
own—the annual Service Awards were presented. Steve
Metzler received the Bonnie Alford Service Award; Dave
Schiele was given the Gamin Award; and the Volunteer Spirit
Award, which honors Ray Mueller, was presented to Pam
Jokerst. In addition we handed out Certificates of
Appreciation to Dave Poos, Linda Barr, Jeanne Lehr, Keith
and Carolyn Haus and Joe and Tonya Summers. All their
contributions are greatly appreciated.

Stay tuned next month for our Fall shutdown panel of experts
and for Cindy Gilberg’s presentation in October. Also a
reminder that we WILL have a November meeting—a pot
luck dinner.

Well, folks, there have been big changes at the White House.
To begin with after completing six two-year terms the first
lady decided mid-seventh term that she did not want to
continue in the role as First Lady. Since the White House
actually belongs to her, that meant that the president (me) had
to find another residence. And, since the pond and its
inhabitants are considered to be “my bag” that meant they

Presidential Ponderings

needed to find a new home also. Poor “Sammy
the Snake” has been left behind to fend for
himself. My recommendation to him was to also
find another place to live as the first lady has it in for him.

I have been lucky enough to find another house
(coincidently also white). The biggest problem is that it does
not have a pond. It looks like the temporary solution will be to
press the spring cleanout pool into service. It is somewhat
smaller than the pond in total volume, but close. More
significantly, it will not be in-ground and may require
additional heat to keep it hospitable in the winter. As far as
wildlife goes I’m living with Smokey the cat and | understand
there is an obnoxious neighborhood squirrel named “Squiggy”
that I’ll have to deal with who is known for gnawing on
garbage cans (like the one that | keep my Koi food in).

So far the fish seem oblivious to the situation. | have
reduced the amount of food | have given them to help keep the
water quality good. Only Tubby is complaining significantly.
The old girl is hardly wasting away but yet is doing a very
good imitation of a “fish pout” when | come close without
giving her food. | never realized that fish actually have quite
expressive faces. 1’m getting disgusted looks from all of the
Koi and most of the gold fish, and | thought | heard a
threatening sequence of bubbles the other day. Oh well, at any
rate I’ll keep you posted on what happens.

Another consequence of these events is that there will be
several tons of weathered field stone available for the taking
for anyone that wants to drive to Baldwin.

Well, folks in spite of everything, I’m in good spirits. I’ll
keep you posted about my adventures in the backyards of
Belleville.

In the meantime, get your winter questions ready. I’ll see
you at the meeting.

Dave Stahre

pnd uard
636.527.2001
chalilypond.com __'Werchencrens &eis

Manchester, MO 63011
owned by Joe & Tonya Summers
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e waterfalls and ponds
¢ landscape lighting

e paver patios

o fire pits

walks and steps
stoneworks
landscape design

References available. Call
for FREE estimate.

63 6-75 1-9621 ¢ naturcscaPcdcsignsstl‘com

visit www.sugarcreekgardens.com
Here you will find a wealth of information on
perennials, roses, annuals, vines, and shrubs,
along with coupons for FREE PLANTS.
c,al‘ ¢ 1011 N. Woodlawn,

Kirkwood, Missouri 63122
314-965-3070

GARDE\'S

BAUER FALLS LLC.
636 357 3495

RECREATING THE WONDERS OF NATURE
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Experts in Pond, Waterfall

& Landscape Construction
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+ Chris Siewing
636. 287. 3838
www.re-createnature.com

Nature’s -
Re-Creations

500 South Cou Ce

nty nterw ay, St. Lows
Tel: 314-894-2894 Fax: 314-414-0040

Largest Pond Supply Store in the Midwest
Now carrying imported Japanese Koi from Pan Intercorp

Retail Facility
Mail-Order
Online Shopping
Wholesale

“THE AQUATIC SOURCE™

® Unique Creations e

Design — Installation — Maintenance
Filtration Systems ¢ (Jzone Ny stems
Pond less # Faux

6836.300.1770

Division of Saul’s Custom Designs
Since 1877

St. Louis Water
Gardening Society
Calendar of Events 2011

Membership meetings in 2011 will be held on the dates
and at the locations listed below between 7 and 9 p.m.
on the FOURTH TUESDAY of each month unless
otherwise noted.

September 24—Annual Tiki Tour, an evening tour of
members’ ponds. All ponds on this tour will need to have lights
in and around the pond. For more information see page 5 or
contact Pam Jokerst, special events coordinator, (314) 276-
9461, pamjokerst@gmail.com.

September 27— “Panel of Experts: Fall Shutdown,” including
Joe Summers on plants, John Nies on construction and
maintenance, and Rich Overmann on fish; 7 p.m., Missouri
Botanical Garden, Ridgway Center, Beaumont Room.

October 25— “Trees and Shrubs for Moist Areas,” Cindy
Gilberg, horticulturist and garden consultant, 7 p.m., Missouri
Botanical Garden, Ridgway Center, Beaumont Room.

November 15—End of the year holiday social and pot luck
supper, 7 p.m., Missouri Botanical Garden, Ridgway Center,
Beaumont Room.

636-458-2149

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
3410 Whitsetts Fork Road
Wildwood, MO 62038

Specializing in Water Feature Maintenance, Leak Location ,
Problem Solving, Pond Clean Outs and Monthly Care Programs

(636) 946-2242
(800) 598-9413

2130 First Capitol Drive HOURS: Seasonal

Please support Water Word advertisers
with your business when you need plants,
fish, equipment, supplies or consultants.

Find links to their websites from ours at
www.slwgs.orqg.
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(Hwy. 94) at West Clay “OPEN 7 DAYS”
St. Charles, MO 63301
JAEGER Greenhouses
2369 Creve Coeur Mill Road
JAEGER Maryland Heights, MO 63043
Greenhouses 314-739-1507
www.jaegergreenhouses.com
Master Grower Since 1985

Perennials, Annuals, Flowering Shrubs,
Hanging Baskets, Vegetables & Aquatics

Premium Potting & Soil and Muich
Beautiful Asian and European Pottery




Saving Beautiful Tropical Water Lilies

If you have invested in the beautiful blooms created by the
tropical water lilies, you hate to see the cool weather. This
summer, especially, the blooms in the Jewel Box pools have
been large and plentiful. The sun-loving southerners have
enjoyed the extreme heat of 2011. The N. Orchid Star, at right,
not only produced large and abundant blooms, but also
produced far-reaching runners for its leaves. In the photo
below, Steve Harris and Wayne Gibson stretch out one such
leaf and stem that is nearly 18’ long.

This great plant, like all the other tropicals, will not care for
the cold that is coming, however, and neither will the ones you
have enjoyed in your pond. If you want to try to save them to
enjoy again next summer, Joe Summers of Chalily Pond and
Gardens offers some advice. Summers says you can over-
winter topical lilies using a simple procedure. Next spring, you
can “wake up” the sleeping beauties and wait for the blooms.

Follow the step-by-step procedures below to save your
favorite tropical lilies.

Step One: Remove your potted tropical water lily from the
pond. If the outside air temperature is above 50 degrees you
can leave the pot outside. If it is below 50 degrees move your
plant to a warmer location indoors.

Step Two: After the plant has dried out for one week, it’s time
to take off all the soil, roots and leaves. You are looking for the
tuber, which is directly under the center of the plant. The tuber

2541 LINK ROAD, ST. LOUIS, MO 63114
314-426-4838, www.mprsupply.com
AUTHORIZED
~— — ™
quascape rrr<@

DISTRIBUTOR

can range from the size of a marble to the size of a baseball.

Step Three: Wash off all the soil and cut any roots or leaves
off. After a good cleaning allow the tuber to air-dry overnight.

Step Four: Moisten clean sand. Be sure the sand is barely
damp (not wet). If the sand is too wet, the tubers will rot.

Step Five: Pack the tubers in an airtight container. Place a
layer of moistened sand in the bottom and then a tuber. Add
more sand to fill the container and seal. Label the outside
of the container.

Step Six: Place the tuber containers in a cool, dark
place. The temperature should be between 50 and 70
degrees. A basement is an ideal location.

Step Seven: Check your container about once per

month. You are looking for mold or rotting tubers. If
your tubers are soft, discard them. If they have mold wash
it off and allow the tuber to dry over night. Then store the
tuber in new sand.

You can leave tubers in storage for up to five years, as
long as they remain firm and healthy. If you want to
replant them, brush off the sand from the firm tuber and
place it in the same kind of pot and soil it was in before
and place it in your pond. Make sure the water
temperature is warm enough (60 degrees at least) before
you put the tropical plants back in the pond.

David Mallory
314-374-4053

xtrahand.net
xtrahand@worldnet.att.net

Specializing in professional pond maintenance,
repairs, clean-outs and installation.
et Working with St. Louis area pond owners since 1998
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PONDCRAZY

Water Garden Center

[Farmerly Best of Nature]

Free Tadpoles With Every Purchase!

Man-Fri 9-6 Sat 9-5 Sun 12-5
7950 Watson Road 63119 314.962.5833

(314) 831-0344

LAND -WOR-IES, Inc.

Landscape Consultation < Design « Installation
“FPond and Water Garden Specialists™
BARCLAY H. COMPTON

President

3295 Charbonier Rd.
St. Louis, MO 63031

www landworksnet.com
e-mail: landworks@sbeglobal. net

WEST WINDS

Eas RN S o A SB B eE R I (G

Todd Rundqulst
WATERFALLS & WATERGARDENS
Horticultural Design and Development

18714 Bonhormme Creek Road ph 636.274.5133
Wildwood, MO 63005 cell 314,223,1542

www.weslwindsfalls.com

Two Ways to Get
Water Word

Your issue of Water
Word will arrive in
your mail box each
month, prior to the
monthly meeting,
unless you prefer to
have it delivered via
e-mail. To sign up
for e-mail delivery
only, contact
membership
coordinator
Gail Abernathy at
abernat@swbell.net.

]Bonn

The Exotic Animal Feeding Resource

Qe Watcr Word

Water Word is published by the St. Louis Water Gardening
Society 10-11 times annually, and is distributed to all members.
The newsletter contains information about water gardening and
fish-keeping, as well as information about SLWGS meetings
and activities. Contributions of articles and photos are welcome
and should be sent to the Water Word editor listed below.
Documents should be in common text formats, and photos
should be in high resolution (300 dpi or higher) jpeg format.
The deadline for submissions is the first of each month.

SLWGS membership dues are $20 annually per household.
Information about the Society, including how to join, can be
found at our website, www.slwgs.org or from any of the officers,
board members or coordinators listed below.

2011 SLWGS Officers, Board Members
and Coordinators

President
David Stahre
Vice President

(618) 785-2501 dstahre@hotmail.com

Alice Gibson (618) 876-1628 alice1628@att.net
Treasurer

David Poos (314) 821-1622 david.poos@att.net
Recording Secretary

Mary Nies (636) 458-2149 Mary-Nies@att.net

Publicity Coordinator

Virginia Mueller (314) 831-3063 vcmuellerl6@hotmail.com
Special Events Coordinator

Pam Jokerst (314) 276-9461 pamjokerst@gmail.com
Society Shirt Sales Coordinator

Ruth Mosley (314) 878-7281 rgbmosley@aol.com
Librarian

Jeanne Lehr (314) 432-2842 jeannelehr@yahoo.com
Pond-O-Rama Coordinator

Alice Gibson (618) 876-1628 alicel628@att.net
Pond-O-Rama Advertising Coordinator

John Nies (636) 458-2149 jtnies@aol.com
Membership Coordinator

Gail Abernathy (314) 428-3037 abernat@swbell.net
Jewel Box Coordinator

Kay Miskell (618) 344-6216 km99@att.net
Water Word Editor
Alice Gibson (618) 876-1628 alicel628@att.net

AKCA Representative
Steve Metzler (314) 845-3902 stevenmetzler@att.net
Website/E-mail Coordinator

Joan Woelfel (636) 394-6342 joan.woelfel@sbcglobal.net
Hospitality Coordinator
Sophia Cluck (636) 530-1726 Sophia.Cluck@hotmail.com

Member-at-Large
Carolyn Haus

Koi Health Advisor
Lynne Jones

(314) 993-0986 carolyn haus@sbcglobal.net

(314) 646-7301 Idmalice@worldnet.att.net

Have you checked our website lately?

Take a look—go to www.slwgs.org for all the latest
news, information and relevant links!
Let our website coordinator, Joan Woelfel, know about
any changes you would like. Send an e-mail to
joan.woelfel@sbcglobal.net.
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f”‘Dld You Miss This?

The Fascinating Lotus

According to Paula Biles, there is nothing bad about a
lotus...the foliage is fascinating, the flowers are gorgeous, the
plant provides a food source, decorative elements for flower
arrangements and many other things—and you can’t take a bad
photograph of it at any stage.

Biles, author, lecturer and lotus lover, was the keynote speaker
for the St. Louis Water Gardening Society’s Annual Award

The Nelnumbo lutea, native to North America from southern
Canada to northern Mexico, has the largest native flower in the
United States.

DSSiGhe

(et _ (T JENE

Landscape Design ¢ Installation ¢ Maintenance
Outdoor Lighting ¢ Stonework

636.300.1770

PO Box 185
CoTrLEviLLE, MO 53338-0185

S ~ :
‘;\ 5 Great Selection of
7 ° oxcge:mtm s, water lilies & marginals

‘Water Plants

720 South 11th, Belleville, IL EFFlNGER

(618) 234-4600 Garden Center
Mon-Sat 9-6 « Sun. 10-4 S miles east of the

www.effingergarden.com Shrine off Hwy 15

banquet held at the Jewel Box in Forest Park in August. Biles,
of Bradenton, Fla., is the co-author with Kelly Billing of “The
Lotus—Know It and Grow It.”

Her theme for the evening was to define for SLWGS members
what a lotus is—and what it is not. First, she noted, lotuses have
been grown for thousands of years. In fact, lotus seeds have
been found in ancient ruins—a lotus seed that was estimated to
be 2,000 years old has been planted and produced a living plant.

All parts of the lotus are used for something. The rhizomes are
cut and fried and the leaves are steamed for food. At one time,
the silk filaments in the stems were used to create garments for
monks.

Lotuses have some things in common with the beautiful and
colorful koi, she said. They both are beautifully colored—Ilotus
are yellow, orange, pink and white. Both regulate their own
body temperatures, both have been revered for centuries and
both have been sent into outer space.

“People who grow either or both of them become addicted to
them,” she said. What are the differences?

“Lotus smell better and grow higher, but they won’t do tricks
or eat from your hand,” she said.

Although some countries and cultures use the terms Nymphea
(water lilies) and Nelumbo (lotus) interchangeably, they are not
the same. Lotus has its own botanical family, genus and species.
There are only two species of lotus—Nelumbo lutea and
Nelumbo nucifera. N. lutea is the native North American lotus
seen primarily from southern Canada to northern Mexico. N.
nucifera is also known as the Asian or sacred lotus, and is seen

Continued on page 8

I
0ot pond scum?

Planning a move?
Be Sure You
Take SLWGS Along
With Youl!

Don’t miss an issue of
Water Word. Send change

of address notices to Saint Louss” Oidest
Gail Abernathy Professional Pand Senvice
10922 Killdare Court Maintenance,
Questions? Contact
Gail at Your Pond Doctor
abernat@swbell.net 31 4—4& ] -3359
or visit our website,
waww, YourPondDoclorus

www.slwgs.org!
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All parts of the lotus
are used—some for
food, some for
crafts, some for
floral arrangements,
some to make
fabric and paper.
Above, a vendor in
an Asian

marketplace sells §

lotus pods while

shading his head §

with a large leaf, a
trick our own Joan
Woelfel learned at a
the Jewel Box with
a leaf from our own
lotus plant.

2601 East 5th Street
Washington, MO

636-239-6729 o

€A

www.hillermann.com et e ce
Our roots are in Washington!
Since 1951!

Flower/Gift Shopy
Landscape/lrrigafior
Lawn & Garden Equipmen

Did you miss this? The Fascinating Lotus
(Continued from page 7)

throughout Asia, Persia, India, Japan, China and other eastern
countries. There are many cultivars, but all are hybrids of those
two species.

One of the many myths about lotus is the belief that the lotus
represents the center of the universe. “It grows in mud or muck
and comes up as a beautiful flower. The Buddists use it as a
symbol for people. No matter how low in the muck you get,
you can rise above it and be beautiful,” Biles said.

The lotus does grow from long roots that are underground or
submerged in wet area. The roots send up little sprouts, and
then leaves that float on the water. Finally, you see the arial
leaves that rise above the water in stately groups.

Lotus are planted 3”-8” deep below the water line in mud.
“You need a minimal amount of soil. You can anchor the plant
in place with a rock. When you plant it, cut off the leaves that
are above the water line.”

The main thing lotus plants need to thrive are light and heat,
but they also should be fertilized to encourage blooming, but
wait until the arial leaves have appeared to fertilize, Biles said.

The American lotus has the largest flower native to the
United States. It adds a dramatic accent to a landscape when
planted in a pond, but also is great as a container plant that can
be placed anywhere in the yard or patio that gets enough sun.

If you want to collect the seed pods to use as decorative
items, leave them on the stem until dry. If you don’t want to
collect them, cut them off after the bloom has died to
encourage more growth.”

To control lotus growth, which can be quite vigorous, plant
them in pots to place in a pond—not directly in the pond soil
or rock. If unwanted growth occurs, cut the plants off below
the water line, which causes most plants to drown. Remove the
cut foliage to keep it from decaying in the water.

To learn more about planting and growing lotus visit
www.aboutthelotus.com. Copies of “The Lotus: Know It and
Grow It” can be ordered there. Also visit www.iwgs.org for
articles, photos and additional resources about lotus.

Nature Shop

QWVillel Bircls Unllmitecd

Your Backyard Birdfeeding Specialist”
9987 Manchester Road

Warson Woods, MO 63122
PHONE (314)821-2266

FAx (314)821-2361

wbu. warsonwoods@swhbell.net
www.wbu, com/warsonwoods
STORE HOURS
MON-SAT  9:00 - 6:00
SUN 12:00 - 4:00

Scott & Georgene Collier|
owners

members

5% discount to
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Types of Lotuses

There are hundreds of Nelumbo cultivars in a tremendous
variety of colors, forms and sizes, according to Paula Biles
and Kelly Billing in their book, “The Lotus: Know It and
Grow It.” However, there are ways to categorize lotuses by
sorme common characteristics. Here are a few:

Plant sizes—bowl, dwarf, medium and large. Lotus can be
grown in containers as small as a teacup or in a large lake.
The bowl lotus is a Chinese cultivar bred to be grown in
containers under 11”.

Plant Hardiness—tropical or hardy. Most lotuses are hardy
plants that go dormant in the winter and return in the spring.
Tropical lotuses grow in humid tropical and subtropical
climates where there is no killing frost and the pond waters
never freeze. Tropical lotuses produce 3-4 times as many
flowers.

Plant Structure—growing from a submerged and
segmented root system. Lotuses are classified by the number
of petals a flower has—single, with 25 or fewer petals; semi-
double, with 25-50 petals, and double, with 50 or more.




Scenes From a Fun Evening

St. Louis Water Gardening Society members and guests enjoyed a lovely
evening at the Jewel Box for its annual Awards Banquet. Clockwise from the far
right column are Marty Coulter, an artist known for his architectural and garden
paintings who was invited by Pam Jokerst to work on a portrait of the grand old
jewel prior to the event, then stay for dinner where the painting was on display
during the evening. Coulter and Jokerst discuss the work at the end of the evening.
Mary Anne and Dan Chevalier, from Springfield, Ill., travelled south for the
evening. Pat and Phil Henderson, Edie and Rob Smith, Bob and Elaine Temper,
Joe and Rita Zeitz relaxed and enjoyed the evening. Rick Jokerst congratulated
Steve Metzler and Dave Schiele on their service awards; Keith and Carolyn Haus
posed for a candid shot; Bob Temper and Cathy Schallenberg took the microphone
to tell members about the recent members’ overnight bus trip to lowa; Jim and
Donna Mussulman
relax before dinner;

Dave and Joan Poos
and Keith Haus have a
private moment.
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The Incidental “Perks” of Volunteerism

As a regular volunteer at the Jewel Box, it is easy to get close-
up photos of the lilies in our collection to document their growth
and development. It has been fun to record the growth pattern
and the blooms of the hardy Nymphaea Wanvisa, enjoying its
first season in the Jewel Box pools. The dragonfly was a bonus
arranged by Mother Nature for good volunteers.
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There are many good reasons to volunteer for any
community service or charitable organization. It is the duty
of all good citizens to make positive contributions to the
community in which they live. Doing so gives the volunteer
positive rewards—a feeling of well-being that comes from
providing service, having the ability to share knowledge and
information with interested people, seeing all the smiles on
faces of those served, and gaining a sense of purpose shared
with other volunteer workers.

Volunteers working on the civic project of the St. Louis
Water Gardening Society—planting and maintaining the lily
pools in front of the Jewel Box—get all of the above and
more. The chance to get “up close and personal” with the
wonders of nature is a perk not enjoyed by all volunteers. A
new and wonderful “photo op” is presented almost weekly.

At left is a photo of our hardy water lily N.“Waniisa’
enjoying its inaugural season at the Jewel Box. The lily was
the 2010 International Water Gardening & Water Lily
Society’s Water Lily of the Year, and it was offered for sale
the first time this season.



