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Building on the Basics—Getting Pond Construction Right

n spring, a young man’s fancy may turn to love, but . -
I gardeners dream of warm days, fresh dirt and flowing water. Don’t Miss This!
Sometimes the “fancy” is actually a fantasy—on cold and What: “Pond Construction”

snowy days, we stare out the window and dream about what we an: ) ;
want to do with the landscape and the problem spots. We start | Where: Missouri Botanical Garden, Commerce

E— 1 poring over plant catalogs and driving by Bank Center for Science Education,
L "\'17-,' our favorite garden centers to check the Room #125
Y level of activity. Water gardeners dream When: Tuesday, February 22, 7 p.m.

about what the ultimate pond and waterfall .
could be like. Who: Aaron Burchett, The Pond Market
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If you are one of those water garden
dreamers—and are planning to take action Aaron Burchett, vice president and part owner of Pond

as soon as the weather permits—the Market, which was established in 1997, can address some of
February meeting of the St. Louis Water those questions and point you in the right direction for more.
Gardening Society is just for you. Clearly, Burchett began building and maintaining garden ponds in the

you can’t yet get out the shovels and start ~ late 1990s. Most of his experience has come from performing
digging in the frozen tundra. But thisisa  fieldwork, maintenance and pond construction for residential
perfect time to draw up plans, set budgets, and commercial customers.

look at equipment and think about plants Burchett has worked extensively with most pond products
and fish. How big can it be? How many fish will it support? Is  now on the market, and he has experience in both installation
your proposed site a good one? Is it in sun or shade? The best ~ and repairs. He provides seminars and presentations for koi and
ponds take all those things into account up front to avoid water garden clubs nationally. His company website is
problems later. www.pondmarket.com.

Aaron Burchett

Don’t Forget—SLWGS Meetings Have a New Temporary Home

The Missouri Botanical Garden is of Kingshighway and Shaw Avenue, but
getting a new roof on the atrium of the is accessed from Shaw. It is located
Ridgeway Center. And, because the directly across Shaw from O’Connell’s

renovations are extensive, all groups that  Pub.
use the building for night meetings have The easiest way to reach the Commerce
been moved to other locations through Bank Center for Science Education is to

May 2011. The St. Louis Water exit 1-44 from east or west at S.
Gardening Society is  Vandeventer Avenue and go south to
f meeting at the Shaw. Turn right and go across the
& Commerce Bank railroad tracks to the west parking lot
Center for Science entrance. Use the west entrance doors to
i A Education, a new get to classroom #125. For your GPS
r_———__n.—_:—ﬁ'—;—:-;:@___%m facility for the system, the complete address is 4651

Missouri Botanical Shaw Ave., St. Louis, MO 63110.
Garden, The building ~ The meetings will return to the
is at the intersection ~ Ridgeway Center in June.
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Water Lilies for Low-Light Conditions

Tropical water lilies love to be in full sun for
most of a long summer day. But if you have a pond
that is in shade for part of the day, you can still
enjoy the bright colors and large blossoms
produced by tropical
varieties, said Steve
Harris, a St. Louis Water
Gardening Society
member who has been a
volunteer at the Jewel
Box for several years.

One of the advantages
of being a Jewel Box
volunteer is that you get
to be ‘up close and
personal’ with all the
aquatic plants in the St.
Louis Water Gardening
Society collection each
year, and to become
familiar with their habits
and habitats. Harris has
developed an expertise
on water lilies that thrive
in the St. Louis area.

At the last SLWGS
meeting, a member asked

Nymphea Daubenyana,
above, commonly known
as N. Dauben, is a
tropical, day-blooming,
viviparous water lily that
was first hybridized in
1864. ‘Viviparous’
means that new plants
grow on the leaves of
the lily. Dauben is one of
several varieties that can
do well in St. Louis
summers, even with
lower levels of sunlight.

Thanks, Gail! For six years, Gail Abernathy
served as the SLWGS treasurer, keeping us
on the road to financial stability. The board of
directors decided she needed a little more
than just a ‘thank you.” For one who likes
saving money—and watching fish—a
ceramic bank shaped as one of her favorite
creatures seemed an appropriate gift. It was
presented by Dave Stahre, president of the
Society, at the January meeting. So Gail will
have something to put in the bank—and in
her pond, come spring—we also gave Gail a
gift certificate that she can spend as she
wishes at Best of Nature.
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Harris about lilies that he might use in his
pond, which does not get full sun for much
of the day.

“I told him that most water lilies do best in
full sun, but that there are a few that will
bloom even if they don’t get a high amount
of sun. | suggested he try Dauben, but there
are others,” Harris said.

He suggested the group shown here as the
best tropical lilies for lower light conditions.
All of the lilies in this group are day-
blooming and viviparous, meaning that the
plants reproduce themselves on their own
leaves. Two are pigmy varieties—smaller
plants overall that would work well in
smaller ponds.

(Note: All water lilies are botanically
classified as nymphea,. Names are generally
shown with a capital N. before the name.)

Here is Harris’ list of water lilies that
should do okay in lower light conditions:

oN. Dauben, a light blue pygmy lily, shown
at left, is properly named N. Daubenyana. L%

eN. Patricia, a pink pygmy variety is at upper jg. .
right.

e N. Independence, shown second in the
column at right, is hot pink. It is officially
named N. Mrs. Robert Sawyer, but also is
known and sold as N. Independence or N.
Independence Pink.

oNext down, N. August Koch, is a lavender
blue, star shaped bloom that was first
identified in a Missouri Botanical Garden
Report.

eFourth at right is N. Panama Pacific is
purple and blooms are star shaped.

e[ ast in the column is N. Blue Bird, which
has a deep cup and flat pads.

Of course, if your pond has plenty of sun
for most of the day, your choices of tropical
and hardy lilies is much wider. You can view
dozens of varieties and learn more about their
habits at www.victoria-adventure.com.

Another good source of information is the

International Water Lily and Water
Gardening Society (IWGS) website,
www.iwgs.org. There is a wealth of
information about lily varieties as well as
news reports concerning legislation on
aquatic plants and hybridizing
developments. You also will find a IWGS
membership form. You can join the
organization now without cost.

And don’t forget your hands-on learning

opportunity at our own Jewel Box. The work
season begins April 30. See you there!

N. Patricia, a pygmy
day -blooming variety.

N. Mrs. Robert Sawyer, also
known as Independence or
Independence Pink.

N. August Koch, noted in a
1922 report in the Missouri
Botanical Garden Bulletin.
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N. Panama Pacific, 1914,
is a purple star-shaped
day blooming variety.

N. Blue Bird, 1914, has a
deep blue cup and flat,
olive green pads.



Well, folks, we’re off and running for 2011!
The January meeting (held in our temporary
new “digs” down the street from the main part
of the Garden) featured a presentation by the
always fun Jamie Beyer from Boone, lowa.
Jamie talked about “patina” a.k.a. “that

important slime around your pond.” Pointing
out the benefits of this slimy layer in your pond is a passion of
his. There is a summary of Jamie’s remarks on page 5. His
article on the topic also is posted on our website,
www.slwgs.org, under the tab “Avrticles of Interest.” If you
missed the meeting, or had unanswered questions, you can
catch up there.

We are meeting in temporary quarters for the first part of the
year. We are in classroom #125 of the Commerce Bank Center
for Science Education, located at 4651 Shaw Ave. (essentially
at the corner of Shaw and Kingshighway).

The layout of the room took a little getting used to, but we
managed to find spots for all our functions. The membership
table was set up “in the round” outside the meeting room.
Jeanne Lehr found a strategic corner at the rear of the room for
the library and Sophia Cluck configured the hospitality tables
to serve refreshments. The building is very nice, and while the
room is smaller than we are used to, it is certainly adequate. |
think theses quarters will serve us well until we move back to
the old setting in June.

The meeting this month will feature Aaron Burchett from
Pond Market discussing pond construction. Come on out, and
get inspiration on how to build your “new” pond! Actually |
always get pointers from these presentations on how to improve
mine.

Most of the programs are set for the rest of the year. In March
we will be discussing spring start-up issues. We’re still looking
for a “fish expert.” Anyone interested?

Presidential Ponderings e W L

Check the calendar of events on page 4 for
particulars of upcoming meetings. These, too,
are listed on our website.

In addition to the regular meetings, we have a number of
special events planned. Sometime this summer we are planning
an overnight field trip to a koi farm. We also are looking into
the possibility of holding a koi auction. If you are looking for
some quality fish, let us know what you would like to see at
such an auction.

We are gearing up for Pond-O-Rama. If you would like to
have your water feature on the tour, the forms for hosts to fill
out are on the website or are available from Alice Gibson at
alice1628@att.net. The Pond-O-Rama planning committee will
be meeting at 6 p.m., just prior to regular meetings and in the
same place, from now until the tour to get (and keep!)
everything organized. We can always use extra help and ideas,
S0 come on out and join the fun.

Okay folks, I’m tired of winter. I’ve had enough of this white
precipitation! We got another ice storm and down went my
netting and frame! | guess either further bracing is needed or |
need to take the netting down when ice is forecast. | miss my
little buddies. I get an occasional glimpse of them through the
ice. | wonder what the fish “think” about?

I’m looking forward to my spring conversations with
“Sammy” the snake (a real snake, not a Mafioso!) about his
participation in the witness protection program (hiding from my
wife and her rake.) Considering the trouble he was In last year,
he’ll be lucky to live another.

Here’s looking forward to a fun and productive year. As I’ve
said before, I’m proud of this organization and honored to be
your president. Keep up the good work, get involved and let’s
have some fun!

Dave Stabhre

BAUER FALLS LLC.
636 357 3495
RECREATING THE WONDERS OF NATURE

Jaeger Greenhouses

2369 Creve Coeur Mill Road
Maryland Heights, MO 63043
314.739.1507

Water Plants ¢ Annuals ¢ Perennials
Herbs ¢ Flowering Shrubs ¢ Baskets

Master Grower Since 1985

-

7950 WATSON RD 63119 314.962.5833

_\

500 South County Centerw ay, St. Louis, Mo 5129

Tel: 314-894-2894 Fax: 314-414-0040

-argest Pond Supply Store in the Midwest!

ond and o
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Retail Facility
Mail-Order
Online Shopping
Wholesale
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WATERFALLS &

Wildwood, MO 63005

WEST WINDS
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Horticultural Design and Development
18714 Bonhomme Creek Road

www . westwindsfalls.com

Todd Rundqulst

WATERGARDENS

ph 636.274.5133
cell 314.223.1542

St. Louis Water
Gardening Society
Calendar of Events 2011

FEclectic Arts
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Unique garden and patio accents
Handmade benches, plant stands and tables

One-of-a-kind items

Landscape and garden design

www.eArtsStudio.com

References available. Call
for FREE estimate.
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] designs
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o waterfalls and ponds

landscape lighting
paver patios

fire pits

walks and steps
stoneworks
landscape design

6%6-751-9621 ¢ naturescaPedcsignsstl.com

Your Pond Doctor
Pond Maintenance
Installation &
Repair

We make pond calls!
Greg Frankhouser
314-481-3359

thewatershed@juno.com

Planning a move?
Be Sure You
Take SLWGS Along
With You!

Don’t miss an issue of
Water Word. Send change
of address notices to
Gail Abernathy
10922 Kildare Court
St. Ann, MO 63070

Questions? Contact
Gail at
abernat@swbell.net
or visit our website,
www.slwgs.org!

Membership meetings in 2011 will be held on the dates
listed below at the Missouri Botanical Garden, between 7
and 9 p.m. on the FOURTH TUESDAY of each month
unless otherwise noted, and at the locations listed.

February 22—Pond-O-Rama organizing committee meeting,
6 p.m., Missouri Botanical Garden, Commerce Bank Center for
Science Education, Room #125.

February 22—“Pond Construction,” Aaron Burchett, The Pond
Market, 7 p.m., Missouri Botanical Garden, Commerce Bank
Center for Science Education, Room #125.

March 1—SLWS Board of Directors meeting at the home of
Joan Woelfel, 1064 Charolais Drive, Ballwin, MO 63011, 7 p.m.
All members welcome to attend

March 22—“Panel of Experts: Spring Startup,” (panel members
to be announced.) 7 p.m., Missouri Botanical Garden,
Commerce Bank Center for Science Education, Room #125.

April 26—"Understanding and Avoiding KHV and the Other Koi
and Goldfish Viruses," Dr. Andrew Goodwin, PhD, Fish
Pathologist/Inspector, University of Arkansas/Pine Bluff, 7 p.m.,
Missouri Botanical Garden, Commerce Bank Center for Science
Education, Room #125.

April 30— First Jewel Box work day of the season to retrieve
and place hardy lilies in the reflecting pools.

May 24—“Pond Macroinvertebrates: The Good, The Bad and
The Ugly,” Dennis Campbell, Lincoln College, 7 p.m., Missouri
Botanical Garden, Commerce Bank Center for Science
Education, Room #125.

June 14—Pond-0O-Rama host meeting, 7 p.m. Missouri
Botanical Garden, Ridgeway Center, Beaumont Room.

June 21 —“Goldfish in America,” Peter Ponzio, certified judge,
Associated Koi Clubs of America (AKCA), 7 p.m., Missouri
Botanical Garden, Ridgeway Center, Beaumont Room. Note:
This is a THIRD TUESDAY.

June 25-26—The 11th annual Pond-O-Rama pond and garden
tour. Sign up now to be a part of it. Contact Alice Gibson,
alice1628@att.net, or look for forms at our website
www.slwgs.org.

July 19— Annual SLWGS Auction, 7 p.m., Missouri Botanical
Garden, Ridgeway Center, Beaumont Room. Donations
needed. Note: This is a THIRD TUESDAY.

August 16— Annual Awards Banquet, “The Multifaceted and
Enchanting Lotus: From Ancient Myths to your Backyard,”
Paula Biles, author and lotus expert, at the Jewel Box in
Forest Park. Note: This is a THIRD TUESDAY.

September 27— “Panel of Experts: Fall Shutdown.” Panel to be
determined. 7 p.m., Missouri Botanical Garden, Ridgeway
Center, Beaumont Room.

October 25— “Trees and Shrubs for Moist Areas,” Cindy
Gilberg, horticulturist and garden consultant, 7 p.m., Missouri
Botanical Garden, Ridgeway Center, Beaumont Room.
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Taking Care of Your ‘Patina’

All ponds and water features will develop patina—it is what
you do with it that is important to proper pond management,
says Jamie Beyer of Midwest Waterscapes in Boone, lowa.
Beyer was the featured speaker at the January meeting of the
St. Louis Water Gardening Society, and growing and
protecting pond patina is one of his favorite topics.

Patina, he says is “a layer of life in an aquatic ecosystem.”
Beyer says it grows on rocks, liners, plants, pots—everything
in the water, and to a lesser extent, even in the water.

Most of us think of the patina more as that green slime that is
on everything. Beyer says he dislikes the word “slime”
because, while it may be descriptive, “it denotes a negative
connotation to this very important element in our ecosystems.”
While our tendency is to wash it away, rather than protect it,
Beyer insists that we not only should take good care of what
we have, he can suggest ways to grow it faster in newly
established ponds.

The patina layer is the ecosystem’s natural biological filter.
Bacteria is a primary component of the patina, but not the only
one. “l say that “critters’ of all kinds make up a large
component of a pond’s patina,” he said. “These critters are
invertebrates of all kinds. Some are visible to the naked eye,
and some are so small that a magnifying lens is needed to see
them,” he said. The number and range of these critters is
huge—tens of thousands of species have been identified.
“Critters like amoebas, worms, rotifers, aquatic insects and

Continued on page 7

The thoughtful and always
expressive Jamie Beyer,
of Midwest Waterscapes
in Boone, lowa, held forth
on one of favorite topics—
pond patina—at the
January meeting of the St.
Louis Water Gardening
Society. Beyer's two
articles on the topic are
now available on our
website, www.slwgs.org,
under the “Articles of
Interest” tab.

visit www.sugarcreekgardens.com
Here you will find a wealth of information on
perennials, roses, annuals, vines, and shrubs,

1011 N. Woodlawn,
Kirkwood, Missouri 63122
314-965-3070

Experts in Pond, Waterfall

& Landscape Construction

Aguascape

Nature’s
Re-Creations .
PONDS & FALL >> > Chris Siewing
636. 287. 3838
www.re-createnature.com
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(636) 946-2242
(800) 598-9413

Water Garden Center

2130 First Capitol Drive
(Hwy. 94) at West Clay
St. Charles, MO 63301
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636-458-2149

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
3410 Whitsetts Fork Road
Wildwood, MO 62038

Specializing in Water Feature Maintenance, Leak Location , Problem
Solving, Pond Clean Outs and Monthly Care Programs

QWillel Birls Unllimitecd

Nature Shop
Fax (314)821-2361

whbu, warsonwoods@swbell.net

www.wbu, com/warsonwoods
“L__ STORE HOURS

MON-5AT  9:00 - 6:00
SUN 12:00 - 4:00

Your Backyard Birdfeeding Specialist”
9987 Manchester Road

Warson Woods, MO 63122
PHONE (314)821-22066

Scott & Georgene Collier

5% discount to members o

Hillermann

NURSERY & FLORIST

2601 East 5th Street
Washington, MO

636-239-6729
www.hillermann.com °

Our roots are in Washington! Flower/Gift Shg !
u;pmen

= Landscape/lrriga
Since 1951! Lawn & Garden [

ans

Landscape Design ¢ Installation ¢ Maintenance
Outdoor Lighting ¢+ Stonework

€36.300.1770

PO Box 185
CoTtrieviLLe, MO 63338-0185
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Water Word is published by the St. Louis Water Gardening
Society 10-11 times annually, and is distributed to all members.
The newsletter contains information about water gardening and
fish-keeping, as well as information about SLWGS meetings
and activities. Contributions of articles and photos are welcome
and should be sent to the Water Word editor listed below.
Documents should be in common text formats, and photos
should be in high resolution (300 dpi or higher) jpeg format.
The deadline for submissions is the first of each month.

SLWGS membership dues are $20 annually per household.
Information about the Society, including how to join, can be
found at our website, www.slwgs.org or from any of the officers,
board members or coordinators listed below.

2011 SLWGS Officers, Board Members
and Coordinators

President
David Stahre
Vice President

(618) 785-2501 dstahre@hotmail.com

Alice Gibson (618) 876-1628 alice1628@att.net
Treasurer

David Poos (314) 821-1622 david.poos@att.net
Recording Secretary

Mary Nies (636) 458-2149 Mary-Nies@att.net

Publicity Coordinator

Virginia Mueller (314) 831-3063 vcmuellerl6@hotmail.com
Special Events Coordinator

Pam Jokerst (314) 514-8348 pamjokerst@gmail.com
Society Shirt Sales Coordinator

Ruth Mosley (314) 878-7281 rgbmosley@aol.com
Librarian

Jeanne Lehr (314) 432-2842 jeannelehr@yahoo.com
Pond-O-Rama Coordinator

Alice Gibson (618) 876-1628 alicel628@att.net
Pond-O-Rama Advertising Coordinator

John Nies (636) 458-2149 jtnies@aol.com
Membership Coordinator

Gail Abernathy (314) 428-3037 abernat@swbell.net
Jewel Box Coordinator

Kay Miskell (618) 344-6216 kmiskell@herousa.com
Water Word Editor
Alice Gibson (618) 876-1628 alicel628@att.net

AKCA Representative
Steve Metzler (314) 845-3902 stevenmetzler@att.net
Website/E-mail Coordinator

Joan Woelfel (636) 394-6342 joan.woelfel@sbcglobal.net
Hospitality Coordinator
Sophia Cluck (636) 530-1726 Sophia.Cluck@hotmail.com

Member-at-Large
Carolyn Haus

Koi Health Advisor
Lynne Jones

Horticulture Advisor
Mary Ann Fink

(314) 993-0986) carolyn _haus@sbcglobal.net

(314) 646-7301 ldmalice@worldnet.att.net

(636) 939-9079 maryann@maryannfink.com

Please support Water Word advertisers with your business when you need
plants, fish, equipment, supplies or consultants.

Find links to their websites from ours at www.slwgs.org.
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Taking Care of Your ‘Patina’
(Continued from page 5)

their larvae are just some examples.”

Another important component is algae—yes, he said, there
are good species of algae out there. “Patina algae provides a
substrate for the critters to adhere to. They live there and some
forms of invertebrates will even graze on this type of algae.”
Without this kind of algae, “critters don’t have a foothold to
hang on to,” he said.

While all established water gardens have a patina, some have
more than others, says Beyer. It is possible to encourage patina
to grow and prosper. You can add bacteria to your pond,
especially a new installation. “Adding higher forms of plants
like water lilies and marginal plants will provide more and a
different kind of substrate for patina to grow,” he said.

You can borrow or buy a bucket of “muck” from a friend or
neighbor who has a mature and healthy water garden and add it
to your pond. Be sure it is healthy. “Healthy muck will smell
like dirt—earth. Bad muck will smell like rotten eggs,” he said.

I you are borrowing muck, put 4” to 5” in the bottom of a
bucket, then keep it stirred and aerated on the trip home.

Finally, give the patina time to grow—it will occur faster in
warmer climates, he said. As in terrestrial gardens, succession
takes place in water gardens. “The first plants that show up are
the annual weeds, the planktonic algae.” It is generally
recognized as pea green, soupy water.

“In time, the more perennial weed, string algae, will arrive.”
The string algae compete for nutrients the planktonic algae
needs to survive. Less pea green soup water and more string
algae will be the result.

Establishing water lilies and other plants, and the addition of
bacteria brings on the third stage of succession. The string algae
will have a harder time gaining a foothold. The fourth and final

“THE AQUATIC SOURCE™

® Unique Creations =
Design — Installation — Maintenance
Filtration Systems ¢ Ozone Systems
Pond less + Faux
Division of Sa 636.300.1 770
Since 1977

ul’s Custom Designs

o \ 'p Great Selection of

oxcge:mtm s, waler lilies & marginals

Water Plants

720 South 11th, Belleville, IL EFFlNGER

(618) 234-4600 Garden Center
Mon-5at 9-6 « Sun. 10-4 5 miles east of the

www.effingergarden.com Shrine off Hwy 15

stage is the arrival of invertebrates.

Once you have a healthy growth of patina, how do you take
care of it and protect it? Beyer offers eight suggestion for
proper pond management.

1. Insure that you have good oxygen levels throughout the
entire pond in both summer and winter. Increase circulation and
decrease “dead zones” where there is little water circulation.
Take potential dead zones into account as you design your
pond—the design cannot usually be easily changed after the
fact.

2. Do not power wash or scrub your pond. This will remove
patina and do major damage to the ecosystem. It is okay to
gently spray the patina with a garden hose.

3. Keep organic load from accumulating to excessive
amounts. Remove leaves, dead vegetation and anything that has
died from the pond.

4. Add water lilies, marginal and submerged plants. They are
important to proper pond management.

5. Do not overstock with fish or overfeed the fish you have.

6. Do not let a pond’s patina dry out. Shutting off the stream
for even an hour or two in summer can be lethal to the patina
that is growing in the water. Pond cleanouts also can be lethal
to the patina if it is allowed to dry. As you work on the
cleanout, gently spray water from a garden hose onto the sides
of the pond and the rocks where patina is present .

7. Do not add any chemical or soaps that kill critters or algae.

8. Add surface area to be colonized by patina. This can be
done by adding a stream or adding to the length of an existing
stream. Adding rock to a rockless pond can double or triple the
surface area to be colonized by patina. Do not add rock to the
very bottom of the pond, but definitely add stone to the sides
and the first shelf. Add a biological filter if you think the
organic load is higher than normal. A biological filter is a huge
home for a pond’s patina to grow.

“To sum up,” Beyer said, “to be a successful ponder you do
everything in your power to allow a pond’s patina to grow.
Practice proper pond management and you will have a much
more enjoyable water garden with much less work.”

Two Ways to Get
Water Word

Your issue of Water
Word will arrive in
your mail box each
month, prior to the
monthly meeting,
unless you prefer to
have it delivered via
e-mail. To sign up
for e-mail delivery
only, contact
membership
coordinator
Gail Abernathy at
abernat@swbell.net

Bom

The Exotic Animal Feeding Resource
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Switch Hitter—Ask Laura Lynne
(continued from page 10)

the children?” “Oh sure” the other person says because truly it
has never occurred to them that you are missing from every
family photo.

3. LET GO—You must be willing to show another being how
to press the button on your camera equipment and trust they
will not drop your new lens.

3. TRUST—This also applies to perfect strangers on the street,
knowing they will not do the 50 yard dash and head to the hills
with your Canon.

4. MORE IS BETTER—It is vital that you have them take
several shots. When | did this at a funeral recently and
someone showed up who was not a family member, seemed the
perfect choice for the photographer. Wrong, he cut off our
heads, arms and important people in the picture. Also people
often get nervous so they move. Ask for at least three pictures
and be bold about it.

5. LEARN TO RECEIVE—Remember how good you feel
when someone asks you to help document their family vacation
or when you offer and they gleefully say “Wow that would be

A new concrete retaining wall
| system with a natural wood and
Stone texture appearance

Halural[} <. {Gastings @
- =T, =

* A unique new look
A revolutionary new wall
retaining system
* Realistic textures
* Produced in 5 fi sections
1 - Strong patent pending “Z-lok”
system

www.natura!casfi:;gs.com ' p: 314-880-0085 + f: 314-524-4040

(314) 831-0344

Lanp Works, Inc.

Landscape Consultation « Design « Installation
"Pond and Water Garden Specialists™

BARCLAY H. COMPTON
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great to have all of us together.”

It’s what family is about. People feel good when they can
give to you, just like you feel good giving to them.

6. BE THE STAR—You are the creator of your water or
flower garden and your beautiful image should be part of what
is growing along with the wonder in the background. It’s a
manuscript of your history.

7. PLAY WITH PICTURES - Now you get to share with your
friends and send them real life images of what is happening in
your world with you in it. After all they love you and want to
see you along with the rest of the family!

So quit hiding and let someone take the reins for you. | did,
with my new tractor. | had to get over my fear of being on the
other side of the camera and ask the salesmen who delivered it
to take a picture of me. It felt so needy and self centered, but |
wanted documentation and my dogs were going to be of no
help. Try it this month, hand it over and show up for those
who love you. Let’s see where your mug lands.

Ozark Witch Hazel
(Continued from page 9)

recommended because she is slow growing and usually will
develop a naturally dense habit with age if not overcrowded or
environmentally challenged.

If, over time, suckers begin to develop at her base/ground
level, consider the space allowance and remove only what is
necessary to maintain a visual balance for the space. She is
very long lived when well placed and can eventually create a
stunning colony if given enough time to mature.

Flowers develop on the old growth so consider only a gentle
pruning, if any, soon after flowering to modify her shape. This
is best done in the early spring after flowering and before any
new growth appears. Usually a conservative approach is
recommended.

She is rather newly introduced for use in cultivated space, so
placement, applications and pruning management
recommendations may differ depending on landscape styles
and spaces. At this time there has been some creative
formative pruning resulting in some espalier forms which will
require slightly more pruning management!

All pruning should be delayed till she is past any transplant
shock. At that point she may have filled out naturally and not
require any pruning. Also remember flowering is likely to be
affected with any pruning management approach. As with any
shrub, never remove more than 1/3 of the total growth.

Mary Ann Fink is a life-long horticulture practitioner and
green industry representative. She shares her best
management practices, known as ““Show Me Smart
Gardening,” with professional horticulturists. Fink
appreciates the functional and ornamental aspects of native
plants for the lower Midwest and encourages their use in the
cultivated landscape. She can be reached at
maryann@maryannfink.com.




Ozark Witch Hazel: A Magic Moment Maker

January is an unlikely flowering
period for native shrubs, but this is
NOT a trick. It is rather a great
winter blooming option! Hamamelis
vernalis—Ozark Witch Hazel—is
sometimes hard to find but easy to
appreciate. Perhaps the real trick is
placement. When you plant one, be
sure to locate her in the landscape
where you can appreciate her sweet
confetti-like flowers, despite the
snow and January’s miserable cold!
(It seems I have lost my winter hardiness—cold hurts!)

This native shrub does not rely on any secret potion to burst
into bloom at the drabbest time of the year—she does it
naturally! Selecting between a cultivar or the straight species—

Mary Ann Fink

Like Sending Flowers?
Send Same of Ouns!

Ghe Jewel Boa Lily Collection

The collection features original
photographs of the lilies grown in the
Jewel Box pools in Forest Park. There

are 12 different images on matte
finish cards, blank inside,
6-1/2” x 3-3/4” with envelopes. The
reverse of each card contains a
description of the lily on front. The
proceeds help support the civic project
at the Jewel Box. To order send e-mail
to alicel628@att.net.
$15 per package

for me—would be the
only “witchy” part!

My best
recommendation is to
go right now while the
sun is shinning and the
cold feels almost
tolerable to the
Missouri Botanical
Garden and see for
yourself which “witch”
would best fit your
needs.

There are two species
native to North
America on display—
the Ozark witch hazel,
H.vernalis, shown here,
and H.virginiana, the

: The Ozark Witch Hazel—Hamamelis
eastern witch hazel. The \ernajis—provides a winter surprise,

eastern variety blooms
in the fall, with
fragrant, rust-colored
flowers. But the Ozark
varieties bloom in late winter, often retaining their leaves.

Now that there is finally some awareness of this shrub’s
durability there is a “growing interest” for breeders to work
with this species. New hybrid crosses and some selections have
brought interesting color variations, even one with somewhat
purple foliage.

There is also some bragging rights about flower size and fall
color variations. (So | guess | should recommend another trip in
the fall if this is important!) Recently a weeping form made it
to market. Be sure to take a note pad, pen, map of the Garden
and a camera!

There does appear to be some difference in leaf drop as well.
Some witch hazels do a better job of showcasing their flowers
against clean bare stems but a few have leaves that linger. This
makes it difficult to really appreciate the rather small but fun
strappy flowers.

If fragrance is important to you, know that Hamamelis
vernalis can have a wonderful sweet lemon scent that drifts and
hovers in the vicinity of the flowers. | found it easiest to
appreciate the delightful fragrance from a short distance in
fairly still air. It was nearly impossible to detect with my nose
buried in the bush!

Care Factor Rating: 1-2 depending on which form is selected.
Ozark witch hazel must be watered regularly till she is
established. A moderately slow grower, she maintains her
natural branching habit with minimal pruning. Removal of the
occasional damaged or dead branch can be done any time of the
year.

Because of her look in a natural setting, it might be tempting
to prune her to encourage a denser branching habit. This seems
especially true if in her youth if she appears to be slightly
willowy or thinly branched. Use caution, only a light hand is

blooming in winter’s cold . It has a
wornderful sweet lemon scent that drifts
and hovers in and around the flowers.

Continued on page 8
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Ask Laura Lynne—Photo Tips for the Artist in You

Switch Hitter

Are you always THE photographer? 1f so you know exactly
what I mean. If not then you will barely notice what this article
is about—other than the title makes you think of baseball and
that sounds good in February. If you are the photographer in
your entire family, then everyone has a photo history in your
heirloom album from

birth to their last breath.
Holidays are exquisitely
documented by YOU.
You know innately how
to be there for the perfect
shot and you are the
| coordinator to gather the
| entire clan into a semi-
circle of smiles while
you click. Viola!

Ah but where are you?
| What shade of blonde
= were you in 1992? Were

Nature girl (Laura Lynne) on her you wearing trendy
tractor, a Kubota L3700!
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boots or the replica sweater from the prior year? | realized that
there are some events that are supposed to be all about me that
I cannot be in unless my body shows up on the screen. The
advent of timers on most cameras was created by those who
are never in the picture. Today there is truly no excuse why
you cannot include yourself in the photo.
If necessary, find yourself a switch hitter to act for you.

Here is how it works:

1. ASK—Gain the courage to ask for what you want...it
sounds like this...”Would you please take a picture of me with

Continued on page 8

Laura Lynne Dyer is a professional
photographer and owner of Laura
Lynne Designs, Inc. She designs outdoor
excursions for her clients, always
thinking about the photographic
opportunities she creates while

"\ installing her works of art. Visit her

| website at www.lauralynnedesigns.com.




